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Overview

What are plugins?
Examples
New plugins
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What are plugins?

Mini-applications that provide extra functionality to ASCE
Perform a variety of tasks, e.g.,

Analyse your ASCE network
Manipulate the narrative text inside nodes
Modify the layout of your network
Examples coming up

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Installed separately, hence the name

Like macros in Word/Excel, or maybe you’ve used plugins for web browsers, e.g. the Google Toolbar
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Why have plugins?

Add functionality to ASCE between major releases
Easy to distribute and install
Flexible.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Installing software in corporate environments can be a lengthy process. To minimise this overhead, we aim for a roughly 18-month-long release cycle.

In between this time, plugins fill the gap if people need extra functionality; this is because they are plain text files that can be emailed through firewalls and/or downloaded, and then installed on your machine without having to go through your IT people.

This allows us to respond to your needs, provides a degree of flexibility to provide extra functionality, with relatively small amount, of effort for one or more users.



5

© Adelard 2008

Where do I get them?

A standard set ship with ASCE
More on website

www.adelard.com/asce/plugins

Ask us to write one for you
Write one yourself

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plugins are written in VB Script. User interface is HTML (like web pages)

They’re open source (although this might change for some plugins in the future)

Complexity is comparable to writing macros for Word/Excel, so if you or someone in your organisation has experience with these then give it a go.

Plugin developer documentation is available on our website.

http://www.adelard.com/asce/plugins
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Website has some plugins that are available for anyone, plus a larger set that is available for customers with a current support contract.

In the screenshot these are denoted by the padlock icon next to the download link.

You’ll need a password to download these; you will have received it with documentation accompany ASCE when you purchased it, but if you don’t have it then just give us a ring.
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Content import: 1

Excel
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Content import: 2

Cassandra
hazard log
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Content import: 3

Other ASCE networks
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Content import: 4

Also:
Doors
HARMS
MS Access
MS Word
PDF
ODBC-compliant databases, e.g. Oracle, MS SQL  Server, MySQL
and more

Plus 
— any source we can talk to using COM
— standard formats such as XML

Presenter
Presentation Notes
COM is a technology that allows Windows apps to talk to one another

Chances are that if you have some external data you want to import into ASCE, and that data is to some extent structured, we can write a plugin to get it
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Visual/analytical

Show goal completion:
cascade “completed”
status of solutions
to the goals they
support

High 
confidence

Low 
confidence

Orange indicates that 
not all supporting goals 
are high confidence
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Content export

One-click Word export



13

© Adelard 2008

New and recent plugins

Link to PDF
Status Field Editor
Embedded Issues
Resource Manager
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Link to PDF

Create DNRs with PDF content
Create hyperlinks to PDF which specify the page 
number; when the network is viewed in HTML, clicking 
on the link will open the linked PDF file at the correct 
page

Already on website
New version, out next week, will support Acrobat 9
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Status Field Editor

Extend functionality of existing node status field dialog
This plugin allows you to edit status fields of multiple 
nodes simltaneously

Out next week
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Embedded issues

Track issues within your ASCE network, e.g.,
risks
actions
assumptions
etc.

by embedding a DNR in the relevant node narrative

Create summary table as DNR in another node, collating 
all issues of a given type.

Can also interrogate another ASCE network to produce this 
summary
Publish in safety case report
Already on website

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re talking about work-in-progress issues that that arise as you develop your case, or they could be comments raised by a reviewer.

Although there are other ways to do this formally in ASCE, e.g. in GSN there are explicit Assumption and Context nodes. However, you may prefer to track the more ephemeral, such as review comments, in a way that embeds the issue directly into the relevant  node narrative. The choice is yours.

This plugin produces highly readable results, and allows you to embed issues in situ
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Resource Manager

Manage links to external files
Makes it easy to version your network and its supporting 
files

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A safety case is likely to rely on external data; through hyperlinks to files, and using plugin DNRs. 



These external files, or supporting evidence, needs to be considered an integral part of your safety argument and therefore needs to be versioned with equal care.



18

© Adelard 2008

Managing versions

Evidence

ASCE

V1 of ASCE file 
links to v1 of 
supporting evidence

Presenter
Presentation Notes
V1 of ASCE file links to v1 of supporting evidence
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Updating evidence

Evidence updated

ASCE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you update your evidence you’ll need to amend your safety argument too. Now is a good time to version your entire safety case (ASCE + supporting files) as version 2



20

© Adelard 2008

Create a new version

(saved as)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Problem now is that V1 ASCE file still has links to updated, v2 evidence. What you want instead is to create a new set of supporting files, ie. that are renamed or otherwise distinct from the v1 files.
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New version of ASCE and evidence files

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is ideal. Each version of the ASCE file has its own, separate set of supporting files.
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Multiple link to resource(s)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Problem:

To link your new v2 ASCE file to its own set of evidence you have to update every DNR

i.e. open the DNR

select the version 2 evidence file, update the DNR content

Laborious for large networks

Worse still with multiple links to single files
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Remapping

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With the resource manager plugin, you are presented with a list of all your supporting files (hyperlinked and those used in DNRs)

Then you can “remap” those links to a new file — all the relevant hyperlinks and DNRs are then updated for you.
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Resource Manager

Plugin also has “packaging” capability — scoops up your 
ASCE file and all the supporting files (which could be 
scattered across your computer or office network) and 
copies them into a single folder. 
Ideal for

Archiving
Zipping and emailing
Burning to CD

Links to files are remapped as relative paths, making the 
package totally portable
Out next week
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The future

Plugins to play an increasing role in ASCE
Improvements for version 4 include

Better integration with user interface
More powerful
Even easier and quicker to develop

Plugin Manager will help users keep track of which 
plugins they have installed, what version etc. Also takes 
care of installation.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
User interface enhancements such as ability to have plugin windows that act like, and resemble toolbars and pallettes
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